Day 2:
What if…
God is Bigger?
Theological Summary:

God chooses each of us to make God’s love bigger, and today is a day to invite campers to celebrate the ways God’s love can be made bigger by each of them.
Campers will:

• learn that God is bigger than what has been 
and what we imagine will be

• explore the vastness of God’s creation

• discover amazing visions of God’s people 
that have already come to pass

• wonder about what else they may still discover about God

• claim discovery about God as a journey with no end
for use with Beyond Belief! - The Universe of God
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Luke 1:35-55
(New Revised Standard Version)


35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.


39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

46 And Mary said,

   “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked with favor 
 
on the lowliness of his servant.
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
    and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him
    from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
    and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
    and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

New Revised Standard Version Bible,

copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the

National Council of the Churches of Christ

in the United States of America.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Luke 1:35-55
(The Message)

35 The angel answered,
The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
    the power of the Highest hover over you;
Therefore, the child you bring to birth
    will be called Holy, Son of God.

36-38 “And did you know that your cousin Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is? Everyone called her barren, and here she is six months pregnant! Nothing, you see, is impossible with God.”
    And Mary said,
Yes, I see it all now:
    I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve.
Let it be with me
    just as you say.
Then the angel left her.

39-45 Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the hill country, straight to Zachariah’s house, and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb leaped. She was filled with the Holy Spirit, and sang out exuberantly,
You’re so blessed among women,
    and the babe in your womb, also blessed!
And why am I so blessed that
    the mother of my Lord visits me?
The moment the sound of your
    greeting entered my ears,
The babe in my womb
    skipped like a lamb for sheer joy.
Blessed woman, who believed what God said,
    believed every word would come true!
46-55 And Mary said,
I’m bursting with God-news;
    I’m dancing the song of my Savior God.
God took one good look at me, and look what happened—
    I’m the most fortunate woman on earth!
What God has done for me will never be forgotten,
    the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others.
His mercy flows in wave after wave
    on those who are in awe before him.
He bared his arm and showed his strength,
    scattered the bluffing braggarts.
He knocked tyrants off their high horses,
    pulled victims out of the mud.
The starving poor sat down to a banquet;
    the callous rich were left out in the cold.
He embraced his chosen child, Israel;
    he remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high.
It’s exactly what he promised,
    beginning with Abraham and right up to now.
The Message
Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996,

2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson

Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group

Luke 1:35-55
(Contemporary English Version)


35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come down to you, and God’s power will come over you. So your child will be called the holy Son of God. 36 Your relative Elizabeth is also going to have a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever have a baby, but in three months she will have a son. 37 Nothing is impossible for God!”

38 Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant! Let it happen as you have said.” And the angel left her.

39 A short time later Mary hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea. 40 She went into Zechariah’s home, where she greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, her baby moved within her.

The Holy Spirit came upon Elizabeth. 42 Then in a loud voice she said to Mary:
God has blessed you more than any other woman! He has also blessed the child you will have. 43 Why should the mother of my Lord come to me? 44 As soon as I heard your greeting, my baby became happy and moved within me. 45 The Lord has blessed you because you believed that he will keep his promise.
46 Mary said:
  With all my heart
     I praise the Lord,
47 and I am glad
      because of God my Savior.
48 He cares for me,
      his humble servant.
    From now on,
    all people will say
      God has blessed me.
49 God All-Powerful has done
    great things for me,
      and his name is holy.
50 He always shows mercy
    to everyone
      who worships him.
51 The Lord has used
      his powerful arm
    to scatter those
      who are proud.
52 He drags strong rulers
      from their thrones
    and puts humble people
      in places of power.
53 God gives the hungry
      good things to eat,
    and sends the rich away
      with nothing.
54 He helps his servant Israel
    and is always merciful
      to his people.
55 The Lord made this promise
      to our ancestors,
    to Abraham and his family
      forever!
Contemporary English Version®

Copyright © 1995 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.

Luke 1:35-55
(New International Version)


35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”


38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.


39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”


46 And Mary said:

  “My soul glorifies the Lord
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48   for he has been mindful
       of the humble state of his servant.
    From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
           holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud 
             in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    just as he promised our ancestors.”
New International Version®, NIV®
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Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Luke 1:35-55
(Laughing Bird Version)

The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will take hold of you, and the life-force of the Most High will enfold you. Therefore the child that is born will belong to God, and will be called God’s Son. Check it out: your wrinkly old relative Elizabeth is also carrying a baby boy in her womb. Even when she was young she was infertile, but now she is six months pregnant. It just goes to show that when God gets involved, nothing will ever be impossible.”

So Mary said, “Okay. Count me in. I’m at the service of the Lord. Let these things happen to me just as you have said.”

And with that, the angel was gone.
When the angel told Mary that both she and her relative Elizabeth were going to have babies, Mary took the first opportunity to make the trip to visit Elizabeth. Elizabeth lived with her husband Zechariah in a Judean town in the hills. Mary sang out as soon as she arrived at their house, and when she heard the greeting, Elizabeth felt the baby jump in her womb. The Holy Spirit welled up in Elizabeth and she cried out with joy, saying:

“You have been blessed like no other woman!

    And doubly blessed is the child in your womb!

And what about me? Why am I so blessed,

    that my Lord’s own mother should knock at my door?

The moment your greeting reach my ears,

    the baby in my womb began bouncing with glee!

Clearly you are God’s favored one,

    because you believed what God said to you;

        trusting God to follow through on every promise.  

Mary too was bursting with joy. She said: 

“Let me turn the spotlight on God’s greatness!

    With all that I am I dance with joy over God, my saviour!

God has smiled upon me, though I was no one special.

    Now I’ll be remembered forever as the favoured one.

The supreme God has done wonderful things for me.

    No other name is in the same league as God’s.

In every generation, those who treat God with respect

    are rewarded with showers of mercy.

With sleeves rolled up, God has made a show of strength,

    and sent packing those who were so full of themselves.

God has kicked the power mongers out of office,

    and lifted the downtrodden back to their feet.

God has put on a feast for those who were hungry,

    and slammed the door on the rich
        without giving them a bite.

The Lord’s servant Israel receives a helping hand.

    God always remembers them with tender care.

This is exactly what God promised long ago,

    a vow made to Abraham and Sarah for every generation.”
Laughing Bird version

©2001 Nathan Nettleton, LaughingBird.net

Luke 1:35-55
(Cotton Patch Version)

35 The messenger replied, “Holy Spirit will lie upon you, and Power from the Almighty will impregnate you. For this reason the child, sired from on High, will be called ‘God's Son.’ Now listen, your cousin Elizabeth has also become pregnant with a son, despite her age. And this is now the sixth month for her who was thought to be barren. God will see to it that every word of this will actually happen.”
38 So Mary said, “All right then, I am at the Lord’s service. I want it to be just as you have said.” At that the messenger left her.

39 Soon after this, Mary quickly packed up and went to a town in the hills of north Georgia. She arrived at the home of Zack Harris and greeted Elizabeth. And do you know what happened? When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb gave a kick. And Elizabeth bubbled over with Holy Spirit and shouted as loud as she could, “Praise the Lord for a woman like you! And praise the Lord for your baby! How did a thing like this ever happen to me—the mother of my Lord coming to me? Because listen here, when the sound of your greeting entered my ears, the baby in my womb kicked for joy. It’s a wonderful woman who has believed that the words spoken to her from the Lord will become a reality.”
And Mary said,

          “My soul exalts the Lord

            And my heart exults before God my Savior.

            For he has disregarded my humble origin,

            And from now on the ages will honor me.

            Great things the Almighty did for me,

            And Holy be his name.

            From generation to generation

            His mercy showers those who fear him.

            With his strong arm

            He scatters the big boys

            Who think they’re somebody.

            He pulls thrones from under the royalty

            And gives dignity to the lowly.

            He loads the hungry with good things

            But the rich he lets go with nothing at all.

            Mindful of mercy, he gives a lift to his people

            Just as he promised our fathers -

            Abraham our father and his many descendants.”
Cotton Patch Gospel, by Clarence Jordan

© 2004 Smyth & Helwys Publishing

All rights reserved.

original ©1970 by Florence Jordan.

Luke 1:35-55
(Living Bible)


35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of God shall overshadow you; so the baby born to you will be utterly holy—the Son of God. 36 Furthermore, six months ago your Aunt Elizabeth—‘the barren one,’ they called her—became pregnant in her old age! 37 For every promise from God shall surely come true.”


38 Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to do whatever he wants. May everything you said come true.” And then the angel disappeared.


39-40 A few days later Mary hurried to the highlands of Judea to the town where Zacharias lived, to visit Elizabeth.


41 At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her and she was filled with the Holy Spirit.


42 She gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “You are favored by God above all other women, and your child is destined for God’s mightiest praise. 43 What an honor this is, that the mother of my Lord should visit me! 44 When you came in and greeted me, the instant I heard your voice, my baby moved in me for joy! 45 You believed that God would do what he said; that is why he has given you this wonderful blessing.”


46 Mary responded, “Oh, how I praise the Lord. 47 How I rejoice in God my Savior! 48 For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, and now generation after generation forever shall call me blest of God. 49 For he, the mighty Holy One, has done great things to me. 50 His mercy goes on from generation to generation, to all who reverence him.


51 “How powerful is his mighty arm! How he scatters the proud and haughty ones! 52 He has torn princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. 53 He has satisfied the hungry hearts and sent the rich away with empty hands. 54 And how he has helped his servant Israel! He has not forgotten his promise to be merciful. 55 For he promised our fathers—Abraham and his children—to be merciful to them forever.”
The Living Bible copyright © 1971 by Tyndale House Foundation.
Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

Luke 1:35-55
(The Voice)

Messenger: 35 The Holy Spirit will come upon you. The Most High will overshadow you. That’s why this holy child will be known, as not just your son, but also as the Son of God. 36 It sounds impossible, but listen—you know your relative Elizabeth has been unable to bear children and is now far too old to be a mother. Yet she has become pregnant, as God willed it. Yes, in three months, she will have a son. 37 So the impossible is possible with God.
Mary (deciding in her heart): 38 Here I am, the Lord’s humble servant. As you have said, let it be done to me.
And the heavenly messenger was gone. 39 Mary immediately got up and hurried to the hill country, in the province of Judah, 40-41 where her cousins Zacharias and Elizabeth lived. When Mary entered their home and greeted Elizabeth, who felt her baby leap in her womb, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
Elizabeth (shouting): 42 You are blessed, Mary, blessed among all women, and the child you bear is blessed! 43 And blessed I am as well, that the mother of my Lord has come to me! 44 As soon as I heard your voice greet me, my baby leaped for joy within me. 45 How fortunate you are, Mary, for you believed that what the Lord told you would be fulfilled.
46 Mary: My soul lifts up the Lord!
47     My spirit celebrates God, my Liberator!
48     For though I’m God’s humble servant,
          God has noticed me.
       Now and forever,
          I will be considered blessed by all generations.
49     For the Mighty One has done great things for me;
          holy is God’s name!
50     From generation to generation,
          God’s lovingkindness endures
          for those who revere Him.

51     God’s arm has accomplished mighty deeds.
          The proud in mind and heart,
          God has sent away in disarray.
52     The rulers from their high positions of power,
          God has brought down low.
       And those who were humble and lowly,
          God has elevated with dignity.
53     The hungry—God has filled with fine food.
          The rich—God has dismissed 
                 with nothing in their hands.
54     To Israel, God’s servant,
            God has given help,
55     As promised to our ancestors,
            remembering Abraham and his descendants
                  in mercy forever.

The Voice™. Copyright © 2008 by Ecclesia Bible Society.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Luke 1:35-55
(Common English Bible)


35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. 36 Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. 37 Nothing is impossible for God.”


38 Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

39 Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. 40 She entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 With a loud voice she blurted out, “God has blessed you above all women, and he has blessed the child you carry.43 Why do I have this honor, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. 45 Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made to her.”
46 Mary said,
   “With all my heart I glorify the Lord!
47     In the depths of who I am 
           I rejoice in God my savior.
48    He has looked with favor
         on the low status of his servant.
     Look! From now on, everyone 
         will consider me highly favored
49         because the mighty one
             has done great things for me.
                Holy is his name.
50   He shows mercy to everyone,
        from one generation to the next,
        who honors him as God.
51   He has shown strength with his arm.
     He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts
                                           and proud inclinations.
52   He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones
        and lifted up the lowly.
53   He has filled the hungry with good things
        and sent the rich away empty-handed.
54   He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
           remembering his mercy,
55     just as he promised to our ancestors,
          to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants
                 forever.”
Copyright © 2011 by Common English Bible
