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And the Table Will Be Wide 
 

Gathering 
  (as you arrive, take your seat, “be still and know that I am 

God” – Ps. 46:10, prayerfully read the first scripture – Hymnal 
#824, simply listen to and through the music, and/or otherwise 
prepare yourself to participate in this meal) 

 
Welcome 
 

The table is wide, and you have responded to the 
Lord’s invitation to come and sit around it. Through the 
rain you have traveled to join us here and now. We are 
glad. Welcome. 
 

This time is fashioned as a journey. We begin in 
these pews, facing the cross. Here we prepare the way, 
taking a deep breath (do so) and seeking to become more 
aware that the Holy Spirit blows through us, a wind 
mightier than any hurricane. Here we speak together a 
Psalm and sing together a song which both draw our 
attention to our faithful God. Here we pray, then grab our 
hymnals and move with the Spirit to circles where we 
physically share the love of Christ, our feet or hands being 
washed by another – a mutual act. From there we journey 
to tables around which we will share a meal and, with 
gratitude, remember what Christ Jesus has done for us. In 
so doing, we seek our place in his continuing work of 
reconciliation. And then, when the meal is over and dishes 
have been washed, we head home – a little earlier than in 
the past. 



Yes, welcome to Love Feast on this World 
Communion Sunday – our contribution to the global 
church of Jesus Christ. Shall we begin with a psalm? 
Please turn to #824, and let’s read together a portion of the 
145th. Your part is in bold and italic print. 
 

Responsive Scripture reading 
    Psalm 145:13b-21                            824 

The Lord is faithful in all his words, 
    and gracious in all his deeds. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling, 
    and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, 
    and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, 
    satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
The Lord is just in all his ways, 
    and kind in all his doings. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
    to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; 
    he also hears their cry, and saves them. 
The Lord watches over all who love him, 
    but all the wicked he will destroy. 
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, 
    and all flesh will bless his holy name 
       forever and ever. 

from the New Revised Standard Version 
copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unison Prayer                              (back of bulletin) 
 
And the table 
will be wide.   And we will open our hands 
And the welcome   to the feast 
will be wide.   without shame. 
And the arms   And we will turn 
will open wide   toward each other 
to gather us in.   without fear. 
And our hearts   And we will give up 
will open wide   our appetite 
to receive.    for despair. 
     And we will taste 
And we will come   and know 
as children who trust  of delight. 
there is enough. 
And we will come   And we will become bread 
unhindered and free.  for a hungering world. 
And our aching   And we will become drink 
will be met    for those who thirst. 
with bread.    And the blessed 
And our sorrow   will become the blessing. 
will be met    And everywhere 
with wine.    will be the feast. 
 

– Jan Richardson 
paintedprayerbook.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Move to the feetwashing circles 
                (take your hymnal with you) 

 

One another-ing 
 

Responsive Scripture reading 
   John 13:2b-17                  #843 

And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off 
his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. 

Jesus came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” 

Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.” 

Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share 
with me.” 

Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!” 

Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you 
are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to 
betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” 



After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 
had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know 
what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord - 
and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you. 

Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than 
their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are 
blessed if you do them.” 

from the New Revised Standard Version 
copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 
 

Ponderings 
 

You can’t dive much deeper in the Brethren pond 
than to wash feet. It’s woven into our spiritual DNA, 
along with triple dipping in the baptismal pool, and that 
unleavened communion bread we love to eat (you know, 
the tasty stuff – none of those disappear-on-your-tongue 
wafers or sponge-bread). This is part of our contribution 
to the global community of faith we call the church of 
Jesus Christ. Feetwashing has led us to reach out beyond 
ourselves, being at the forefront of various service 
ministries in the past century, like Heifer International 
and CROP. On our knees we have heard Christ’s call to 
serve. 
 

Having said that, it pains me to point out that when 
we focus solely upon “service” in our interpretation of this 
beloved ordinance, we have missed a deeper truth. Yes, 
serving others is very important. However, of greater 
value is the receiving end of things. Jesus said, 
“everybody who gives even a cup of cold water to these 
little ones because they are my disciples will certainly be 
rewarded” (Matthew 10:42 CEV). Did you catch that? The “little 
ones” to which he referred were his disciples, the ones on 
the receiving end of the water – not the giving. The 
question is this: are you able to receive? 
 

It pains me to point this out because “service” is 
written into my DNA. In younger years, I was a BVS’er. 
Of course, one thing every Brethren Volunteer Service 
worker learns along the way is that you receive much 
more than you ever give. In fact, if you can’t receive, you 
better not give. Such giving without receiving can do 
damage. Mission trips to disadvantaged areas, for 
instance, do harm when they fail to mutually connect with 
those who only receive acts of kindness, but are not given 
the opportunity to give in return. It has to be a two-way 
street. 
 

When we reach out to our neighbors, we are invited 
to receive a cup of cold water – so to speak – from them. 
The purpose of our monthly pancake breakfast, for 
instance, is not just to feed people. We do a good job of 
that. But how are we doing at mutually connecting with 
those we meet? What are we receiving from them? (and 
I’m not talking about money in the free-will offering jug 
or them potentially coming to church on Sunday). As a 



wise deacon here, Carl Stephen, said many years ago, 
“people have a need to be needed.” Or, to put it another 
way, everyone needs to be valued, to know that what they 
have to share is important, to “enter the cycle of grace 
upon grace where we finally see Jesus in one another.” (see 
“Stop Serving!” by Joshua Brockway) 
 

And Jesus said, “if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet.” He didn’t say, “I washed your feet, so go out and 
wash the world’s feet.” He said, do it to “one another.” 
We are to be about the task of, if you will, “one another-
ing:” Wash one another’s feet. Love one another. Pray for 
one another. Rejoice with one another. Weep with one 
another. Be there with and for one another. 
 

The first hymn we will sing as we begin washing 
one another’s feet (and hands) this evening is “Will you 
let me be your servant.” I recall Kay Kearns sharing once 
that her dyed-n-the-wool Dunker father wasn’t a big fan of 
this song, something about how none of us are Jesus – 
able or even worthy to fit into those shoes. I certainly 
understand that. His crucifixion was a once-and-for-all 
event. He’s the Messiah, not me … or you. And yet, we 
are invited into this Gospel “one another-ing.” Please note 
the two-way street as you sing this washing song, and put 
the words into motion. “Will you let me?” is but one half 
of the equation - a question, by the way, not a demand. 
The second half is a request for your prayer that “I may 
have the grace to let you be my servant too.” 
 

Now, I know that the bulletin says we are to pray in 
unison at this point. However, this prayer in your hymnal 
is meant for after our feet have been washed. So, let’s turn 
to it later… The time has come, sisters and brothers, for us 
to receive and give, and thus to behold Christ in one 
another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feetwashing            (hymns sung as needed) 
 “Will you let me be your servant”   307 
 “Have thine own way”     504 
 “Great is thy faithfulness”      327 

“Spirit of the living God”   349 
 “Strong, righteous man of Galilee”  540 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



Unison Prayer                                              783 

Lord Jesus, 
     we have knelt before each other 
          as you once knelt before your disciples, 
     washing another's feet. 
We have done what words stammer to express. 
Accept this gesture of love as a pledge 
     of how we mean to live our lives. 
Bless us, as you promised, 
     with joy and perseverance 
   in the way of the cross.  AMEN 

©1991 John D. Rempel 

Move to the meal tables 
 

 

Two forty two 
 

Scripture                                Acts 2:42-47 
 

 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and 
signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; 45 they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved. 

Ponderings 
 

I titled this section of our Love Feast, “Two forty 
two,” not because it is now 18 minutes before three 
o’clock (which is isn’t), but because the 42nd verse of the 
second chapter of Acts has grabbed my attention in recent 
years. Acts 2:42 reveals the day-by-day walk of the early 
church, after all the Holy Spirit fire and baptismal water of 
its birth. Viewed through the lens of the beginning of the 
church, four essentials lie at the heart of who we are as 
followers of Jesus Christ together. 
 
 In Acts 2:42, it says that the early church “devoted 
themselves” 1) “to the apostles’ teaching,” 2) to 
“fellowship,” 3) to “the breaking of bread” and, 4) to 
“prayer.” If you look closely, all of these are woven into 
the fabric of what we do today as “church.” 
 

In those early years “the apostle’s teaching” was 
what we today have received in the New Testament (“tell 
me the stories of Jesus I long to hear…”), which was 
deeply inter-connected with their Bible, our Old 
Testament (“the God of Abram praise, all praised be the 
name…”). Only, the people in the early church heard the 
stories and words of Jesus face-to-face from someone who 
was there (the apostles), or from someone who heard it 
first-hand from a disciple. Such immediacy is powerful. 
It’s like when we today hear someone tell their own faith 
story, their testimony. 
 
 



The people who were the early church also devoted 
themselves to “fellowship.” This word is more than the 
first name of the hall in which we now sit. Everything I 
said earlier about “one another-ing” is wrapped up in this 
word. We are bound together by Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, not by our politics, not by our ethnicity, not by our 
economic status, not by our gender, not by our age, not by 
our common interests. It is God and God alone who 
connects us. Granted, we are human. We tend to gravitate 
toward folks who are “like” us, but “fellowship” is about a 
deeper connection, one that draws us together in spite of 
our differences. This “koinoinia,” the Greek word for 
“fellowship,” this “common space” between us is where 
the risen Lord resides. 
 

It was in this holy space that the early church 
devoted themselves to “the breaking of bread.” Now, is 
Acts 2:42 here referring to the sacraments, the bread and 
the cup? Some traditions say “yes,” and masses are 
enacted to give it a form that continues, day in and day 
out. I have a hunch, however, that this day-by-day 
“breaking of bread” was more like a church covered dish 
meal. By the way, as I look back on my own formative 
years growing up in the church, what I remember most are 
the church meals. You? 
 

Finally, the first believers devoted themselves to 
“prayer.” Prayer remains the heartbeat of the church - 
whether it is formal or informal, full of words or full of 
silence, scripted or extemporaneous, asking or listening, 
done individually or altogether, sitting, standing, on the 
run, hand-in-hand or heart-across-the-miles to heart… 
There is no church without prayer, and eating together, 

and fellowship, and paying attention to the Word we have 
received. 
 
 Whatever form the church may take in the future, 
these will be the essential elements: the apostles’ teaching, 
fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer. A building, an 
organizational structure, leadership, even liturgy are all 
details subject to change. Notice that “worship” is not 
listed as one of the four. They were in Jerusalem back 
then, and did participate in worship in the Temple. 
However, I believe “worship” is not mentioned as an 
essential in Acts 2:42 because it is woven through them 
all. 
 
 We come to the portion of our Love Feast which 
incorporates all of these elements. We have heard this 
teaching from the Acts of the Apostles. We are gathered 
around these tables to continue the one another-ing of the 
tub and towel. While the bread and cup communion 
awaits, the Deacons have prepared a meal for us, and we 
will very soon uncover - both dishes and hearts, and share 
with one another. Before doing so, however, let’s sing our 
prayerful gratitude “with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God,” that Acts 2:42 might be lived out tonight 
in this Feast of Love. 
 
 
 
 



 

Eating Together 
 
 

Wall torn down 
 
Re-gathering Hymn 

 
 

Scripture        Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

11 So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles 
by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are 
called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made 
in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were 
at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 



commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into 
one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 
hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God 
in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that 
hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to 
you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one 
Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God, 20 built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is 
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 
 
Ponderings 
 
 In this day and age when there are so many deeply 
held disagreements in our society (as well as in the church 
itself), we are tempted to envision a day long ago when 
everyone just got along, and there was nothing to divide 
God’s people. Let me dispel that thought. From the 
beginning, folks have been fighting with each other. There 

was no magical moment when everyone was united, 
which is something we need to note on this “World 
Communion Sunday.” Divisions have always been there. 
 

In the scripture we just heard, the apostle Paul 
mentioned the big ditch separating those Jesus followers 
who grew up in the faith of Abraham, Israel, and Moses, 
and those who were draw to Jesus from the outside. Let 
me assure you, the arguments were huge between these 
Jews and Gentiles, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
insiders and strangers. As Ecclesiastes once said, there is 
nothing new under the sun. Where one or more are 
gathered, there will be at least two strongly held opinions. 
Walls are a given part of our existence – walls that 
separate us from one another, and walls that separate us 
from the One who created us. 
 

What is new under the sun, and it remains new for 
each generation, is that Jesus came to tear down that wall, 
to proclaim peace, to reconcile us to one another and to 
God, to take upon himself our hostility, to embody it in 
his own flesh and blood and, in the process, to create in 
himself a new humanity. 
 

Because of this, we are no longer bound by the 
things that separate us from God and one another. Our 
sins do not define who we are any more. Neither do our 
deeply held differences. As an apostle to the Gentles, one 
sent by the risen Christ to those outside the covenant, 
Paul’s radical message was that they were “no longer 
strangers and aliens” (do you ever feel like a stranger and 
alien, even here among these people gathered in this 



place?), but were now “citizens with the saints.” That 
message continues to ring out. You are a valuable part of 
God’s household. No matter what! Even if you don’t think 
you deserve to be (or think you do deserve to be). Jesus 
did that. Still does. 
 

That’s what we bring to mind as we break bread. 
When the time comes for you to hold a piece of that 
delicious communion bread with your sister or brother-in-
Christ across the table, think of all the things that tear us 
apart from God and from each other. We are, all of us, far 
from what we should or could be. We are all broken in 
some way, all sinners, all strangers to God’s peace. All of 
that Jesus took upon himself, and his body was broken. 
Remember that as you together break the bread together. 
 

Remember also - as you lift the cup to your lips - 
that Jesus drank of our sorrows, our hurts, our losses, our 
angers, our confusion, our orneriness, our judgmental 
hearts, our fearfulness, our misplaced pride, our lost-ness, 
our hopelessness… Everything that pours from our 
divided humanity – this was in the cup from which Jesus 
drank… You ever wonder why these little cups, why just 
a sip for us? … Would the bitterness of a deep gulp be too 
much for us? And yet, in Christ, the fruit of the vine is for 
the healing of the nations. Remember that as you drink. 
 

So, now, brothers and sisters, turn in your hymnal to 
#785, which is a responsive prayer in two parts. Lay your 
open hymnal down on the table, and look at the person 
across from you. Together, pick up a piece of the bread 
and hold it between you. Let’s pray this prayer, and as we 

say the “amen” at the end, break the bread between you, 
remembering as you do that Christ broke down the wall 
that separates us from God and one another… Let me 
begin. 
 

Responsive Prayer - part one                      785a 

Leader:  Blessed are you, O God. 
                     You made bread to strengthen us. 
                     You set aside this bread 
                            as a sign of your Son's broken body. 
                  In breaking it, may we participate 
                       in the reconciliation of Christ. 
 People:  May Christ's body be the bread of our souls, 
                   to give us strength 
    to continue our pilgrimage, 
                   being made worthy to sit 
     with all the redeemed 
                        at the marriage feast of the Lamb. 
 ALL:     Hear us, O God, through our mediator, 
       Jesus Christ. AMEN 

by Reinhard Rahusen, 18th c. 
translation ©1992 John D. Rempel. 

 
 
 
 
 

Breaking Bread and eating together 
 

Take and eat. 
 

And now. Please raise your cup and let us pray 
together our blessing, the second part of #785. Let me 
begin. 
 



Responsive Prayer - part two                      785b 

Leader:  Blessed are you, O God. 
                     You made the vine to strengthen us. 
                     You set aside this cup 
                            as a sign of your Son's shed blood. 
                 In drinking the cup, 
                       may we participate in the blood of Christ. 
 People:  May Christ's blood make us strong 
                     to drink the cup of suffering 
                           without complaint, for Jesus' sake, 
                     in the hope that we shall drink new wine 
                           in your kingdom. 
 ALL:  Hear us, O God, for the sake 
     of your eternal love. AMEN 

by Reinhard Rahusen, 18th c. 
translation ©1992 John D. Rempel 

 
Drinking together from the cup Christ shares 
 

Take and drink. 
 
 

 
 



Blessing one another 
 

Let’s make our benediction an action. Whether it is 
a “holy kiss,” a hug, or a handshake doesn’t matter. It’s 
whatever seems most appropriate, do this with those 
around you. As you do so, give them a blessing, like: 

“Peace be with you” 
“May God provide” 

“God bless you, sister/brother” 
“I love you” 

It’s up to you. Just do it. In so doing, our Love Feast 
is complete. 
 
 
 
 
The fellowship of cleaning up   (for those able to stay) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heading home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 Pete L Haynes 


