
Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren 
Long Green and Kanes Rds., near Glen Arm, MD 

April 9, 2017 
Worship 10:00 am                     Sunday School 11:10 am 
Large print hymnals are available            see an usher 
This room is equipped with a sound loop for the hearing impaired 

Palm Sunday  
 

“Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him 
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, … and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…” (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

 Beginning with Praise (9:50 am)  “Unto thy temple, Lord, we come” 4 
 Announcements 
 Prelude 
 
 Call to Worship            Psalm 118:1, 19-29 

(when directed:) 
One - O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
All - his steadfast love endures forever! 

 
*Song                                   “Hosanna”                                    (insert) 
 
*Opening Prayer 
 
*Hymn           (refrain only) “All glory, laud, and honor”                237 
 
 The Gospel Story            Matthew 21:1-11 
 
*Hymn in motion       “Hosanna, loud hosanna”                          238 
                                              “Hosanna”                                    (insert) 
 
 And then what?              Matthew 21:12-16 
 
 Returning our Tithes and Offerings 
 

 Offertory                                   (Please sign the attendance pad and pass it on) 

 
 Invitation to Love Feast 
 
 A time for prayer            Matthew 26:36-46 
 
 Sharing a joy, a concern, a word of testimony or praise 

(please be brief, and aware of God’s listening presence) 

 
 Hymn                       “Go to dark Gethsemane”                           240 
 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 
 The Christ Hymn           Philippians 2:5-11 
 
 Message                        “Along the way” 

 
*Hymn                    “Beneath the cross of Jesus”                         250 
                                              “Hosanna”                                    (insert) 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Postlude 
 

*Rise in body or in spirit 
 

*    *    *    *    *    *    * 
 
 
 
 

message to be posted at 
www.lgvcob.org/sermons/2017/17-04-09.mp3 

 
 
 
 
 



Call to Worship 
 

Please stay seated and join in the Call to Worship. 
 
 
 

1 - O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 

All - his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

2 - Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter 
through them and give thanks to the Lord. 

 

1 - This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter 
through it. 

 

2 - I thank you that you have answered me and have 
become my salvation. 

 

1 - O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 

All - his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

2 - The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone. 

 

1 - This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

2 - This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. 

 

1 - O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 

All - his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

2 - Hosanna. Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, 
we beseech you, give us success! 

 

1 - Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

 

(motion for people to rise) 

 

2 - O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 

All - his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

1 - The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the 
festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the 
altar. 

 

2 - You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are 
my God, I will extol you. 

 

1 - O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever. 

 

2 - O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 

All - his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

Psalm 118:1, 19-29, adapted from 
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



Opening Prayer 
 
Hosanna, O God in the highest!  
How you come to us in ways we never expect.   
A king on a donkey?  
A Savior on a cross?  
How can we recognize you, with us, among us?  
Will your message come through?  
Will the palms we wave with joy today  
be thrown down tomorrow with doubt?  
May your Spirit guide us through this Holiest of Weeks,  
beside us, around us, before and behind us, within us,  
as we pray together the prayer Jesus taught saying: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 

By Rev. Susan A. Blain 
Minister for Worship, Liturgy and Spiritual Formation 

Copyright ©2017 Local Church Ministries 
Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ 

700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Gospel Story 

Matthew 21:1-11 
 

After we read the Gospel story behind this day, I 
invite you to put the hymn we will then sing into motion. 
Come forward and pick up a palm branch. As you do so, if 
you have an outer sweater or jacket, you might consider 
laying it on the left side of the steps, to act out what some 
of the crowd did on that long-ago day, who “spread their 
cloaks on the road.” You can come pick them up after 
worship… Or, if you have an item of used or new men’s 
clothing to give to the Helping Up Mission, put it in the 
box we’ve wheeled forward for this purpose. As you do 
all this, keep singing – first, Hosanna, loud hosanna,” then 
“Hosanna.” The words will be on the screen. 
 

And now we turn to Matthew’s account of this event. 
You have a part in this reading. Just follow along on the 
screen. As you do, open your ears, mind, and heart, and 
listen… 
 
 
1 - When they approached Jerusalem and came to 

Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus gave two 
disciples a task. He said to them, 

 

2 - “Go into the village over there. As soon as you enter, 
you will find a donkey tied up and a colt with it. Untie 
them and bring them to me.  If anybody says anything 
to you, say that the Lord needs it.” 

 

1 - He sent them off right away. Now this happened to 
fulfill what the prophet said, 

 

Congregation: 
Say to Daughter Zion, 

“Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 

and on a colt the donkey’s offspring.” 
 

1 - The disciples went and did just as Jesus had ordered 
them. 

 

2 - They brought the donkey and the colt and laid their 
clothes on them. Then he sat on them. 

 

1 - Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. 
 

2 - Others cut palm branches off the trees and spread them 
on the road. 

 

1 - The crowds in front of him and behind him shouted, 
 

Congregation: 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!” 
 

2 - And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up. 

 

1 - “Who is this?” they asked. 
 

2 - The crowds answered, 
 

Congregation: 
“It’s the prophet Jesus 

from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
 

Copyright © 2011 by Common English Bible 
adapted 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And then what? 

Matthew 21:12-16 
 
1 - And then what happened? Well, according to Matthew, 
 

2 - Jesus went straight to the Temple and threw out 
everyone who had set up shop, buying and selling. 

 

1 - He kicked over the tables of loan sharks and the stalls 
of dove merchants. He quoted this text: 

 

2 - My house was designated a house of prayer; 
You have made it a hangout for thieves. 

 

1- Now there was room for the blind and crippled to get 
in. They came to Jesus and he healed them. 

 

2 - When the religious leaders saw the outrageous things 
he was doing, and heard all the children running and 
shouting through the Temple, 

 

1 - “Hosanna to David’s Son!” 
 

2 - they were up in arms and took him to task. 
 

1 - “Do you hear what these children are saying?” 
 

2 - Jesus said, “Yes, I hear them. And haven’t you read in 
God’s Word, 

 

1 - ‘From the mouths of children and babies I’ll furnish a 
place of praise’?” 

 
from The Message 

Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 
2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 

Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group 
 
 
 

Returning our Tithes and Offerings 
 

Please pray with me. 
 
Lord God, 

may this be your house of prayer, 
not a den of thieves.  

May these temples of your Holy Spirit, 
our bodies as believers and  
our body as your church, 

become a place of praise.  
May these offerings we are about to give, 

as well as how we daily live, 
be pleasing in your sight, 

for you are our Rock 
  and our Redeemer. 

Hosanna! 
Blessed is the One who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 
Amen 

 
 
Ushers? 
 
 
 

Offertory 
 
 
 
 
 



Invitation to Love Feast 
 

The rest of the gospel story according to Matthew 
takes place in or around Jerusalem. Did it all happen in 
one short week, leading from the Hosannas we celebrated 
earlier to his last words on the cross come Friday? 
According to Matthew, this time was filled with 
confrontation with religious leaders and parables about 
wedding banquets, fig trees, women in a field, slaves, 
bridesmaids, and talents. And, of course, there was a plot 
to kill Jesus, and a disciple who - for whatever reason - 
made a choice to betray his rabbi. 
 

Then we come to the last moments of Jesus with his 
disciples in an upper room. Was this the Passover meal, 
remembering how God set the children of Israel free from 
slavery in Egypt? If so, with a loaf of unleavened bread 
and some wine, Jesus radically altered the text. “This is 
my body,” he said. “This is my blood.” Forgiveness – 
God’s kingdom is at hand. Remember! 
 

This Thursday night, we invite you to our special 
celebration of this meal, which we call “Love Feast.” A 
place will be set for you at the Lord’s table. Won’t you 
come and join us as, together, we remember what Jesus 
said to and did for us. The service begins at 7pm. See you 
there? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A time for prayer 

Matthew 26:36-46 
 
1 - At the end of the meal, “when they had sung a hymn, 

they went out to the Mount of Olives” (26:30), where 
Jesus predicted that all his disciples would soon desert 
him, even Peter. 

 

2 - Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to them, 

 

1 - “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 
 

2 - He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with 
him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then 
he said to them, 

 

1 - “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

 

2 - Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the 
ground and prayed, 

 

1 - “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken 
from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

 

2 - Then he returned to his disciples and found them 
sleeping. 

 

1 - “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” 
 

2 - he asked Peter. 
 

1 - “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

 

2 - He went away a second time and prayed, 
 

1 - “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken 
away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

 

2 - When he came back, he again found them sleeping, 
because their eyes were heavy. So he left them and 
went away once more and prayed the third time, 
saying the same thing. Then he returned to the 
disciples and said to them, 

 

1 - “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has 
come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands 
of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

 
from the New International Version®, NIV® 

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 
 
 
 

Sharing joys and concerns 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn 
“Go to dark Gethsemane” #240 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 



The Christ Hymn 

Philippians 2:5-11 
 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 

6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
  And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Benediction 
 
Go now and follow Christ in obedience. 
Have the same mind as was in Christ Jesus; 
Keep your ears open to God’s teaching; 
Be humble, even in the face of hostility 
and do not turn back. 
 
And may God help you and keep you from disgrace; 
May Christ Jesus lead you through the gates of justice; 
And may the Holy Spirit keep you in God’s steadfast love 
and fill your mouths with praise to the glory of God. 
 

from Laughing Bird worship resources 
©2002 Nathan Nettleton, LaughingBird.net 

 
 

unless otherwise stated, all materials here are ©2017 by Peter L Haynes 


