Long Green Palley Church of the Brethren
Long Green and Kanes Rds., near Glen Arm, MD
October 1, 2017
Worship 10:00 am Sunday School 11:10 am

Large print hymnals are available see an usher
This room is equipped with a sound loop for the hearing impaired

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching,
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things,
and who gave you this authority?”  (Matthew 21:23)

Beginning with Praise (9:50 am) “Breathe upon us, Holy Spirit” 28
Announcements

Prelude “A Chorale melody” Christopher
Call to Worship Psalm 25: 1-9 (Common English Bible)
*Hymn “Oh, how wondrous the grace” 147
*Opening Prayer

Affirming our faith 714
Scripture Philippians 2:1-13

Sharing a joy, a concern, a word of testimony or praise
(please be brief, and aware of God’s listening presence)

Invitation to Love Feast

Hymn “the servant’s feast” (see insert)

Prayer for others when directed, respond:

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

Gospel Matthew 21:23-32

Message “517 what th[writtf?”

Hymn “Lord of the Dance” (see insert)
Dedicating a new Deacon
We, the members of this body of Christ, in the spirit of
joy and in renewed loyalty to our Lord, acknowledge and
receive you as deacons. We promise to pray for you and support
you in confidence, encouragement, cooperation, and prayers,
that together we may increase in the knowledge and the love of
God, manifested to us in Jesus Christ.

Responding with our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory “Adagio” Guilmont
(Please sign the attendance pad and pass it on)

*Hymn (vs. 1,2, & 5) “We give thee but thine own” 384

*Benediction

*Postlude “Come, Come Ye Saints”  American Folk Hymn

*Rise in body or in spirit

* * * * % * *

message to be posted at
www.lgvcob.org/sermons/2017/17-10-01.mp3



Call to worship

Psalm 25: 1-9

1 - T offer my life to you, Lord.

2 - My God, I trust you. Please don’t let me be put to
shame! Don’t let my enemies rejoice over me!

3 - For that matter, don’t let anyone who hopes in you be
put to shame; instead, let those who are treacherous
without excuse be put to shame.

4 - Make your ways known to me, Lord; teach me your
paths.

5 - Lead me in your truth—teach it to me—because you
are the God who saves me. I put my hope in you all
day long.

6 - Lord, remember your compassion and faithful love—
they are forever!

7 - But don’t remember the sins of my youth or my
wrongdoing. Remember me only according to your
faithful love for the sake of your goodness, Lord.

8 - The Lord 1s good and does the right thing; he teaches
sinners which way they should go.

9 - God guides the weak to justice, teaching them his way.

Copyright © 2011 by Common English Bible
formatted by Meghan Knight

Please rise in body or spirit, and join in singing
“Oh, how wondrous the grace”
hymn #147

Opening Prayer

We sing, O Lord, not with the confidence of those
who think we have it all together, but with the humility of
those who hope that we are teachable. In these moments
broken open by your presence,

reveal to us glimpses of glory,

overwhelm us with grace,

rekindle our passion for your kingdom, and

nudge us toward footsteps of faithfulness.

This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Please be seated.



Affirming our faith

Hymnal #714

Let’s join our voices now with words that affirm
what we know of the One who is at the center of the
Gospel. You will find it in the back of your hymnal, #714,
as well as upon the screen. Half of the lines are in regular
print - those will be read by you who sit on the left side
(your left) of the sanctuary. I will read with you. Those on
the right side (your right), will speak the words in bold
print. Together, we will speak our faith. Let’s begin.

(congregation.)

He was the Son of God.

He was the Son of Man.
He came down from heaven.

He was born in a stable.
Kings came to his cradle.

His first home was a cave.
He was born to be a king.

He was a child of Mary.
He was the greatest among rulers.

He was the least among servants.
He was loved and honored.

He was despised and rejected.
He was gentle and loving.

He made many enemies.
He counseled perfection.

He was a friend of sinners.
He was a joyful companion.

He was a man of sorrows.

He said, "Rejoice."
He said, '""Repent."
“Love God with all your heart.”
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
“Don't be anxious.”
“Count the cost.”
“Deny yourself.”
“Ask and receive.”
In him was life.
He died on a cross.
He was a historic person.
He lives today.
He was Jesus of Nazareth.
He is Christ the Lord.

Hymnal #714
adapted from We Gather Together, Kenneth 1. Morse,
©1979 Brethren Press.



Philippians 2:1-13

P - We turn now to Paul’s letter to the
followers of Jesus in Philippi. Most scholars
believe that in this chapter Paul quotes from an
early Christian song with which the Philippians
would be familiar. Whether Paul wrote it, or just
uses it here, 1s a question for which we don’t have
an answer. The words clearly have the feel of a
song, phrased out like the Psalms of the Old
Testament. Many years ago, I put them to music.
Every time I read this chapter, this is where my
mind goes... Listen to what Paul wrote — then, as
now, an encouragement as well as a challenge.

M - !Ifthen there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, > make my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. ? Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. ? Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. > Let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus, S who

P then sings —

The Christ Hymn o
Philippians 2:5-11
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to the Glory of God.

music © 1987, Peter L. Haynes

M - fo the glory of God the Father. '? Therefore, my
beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling;  for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for his good pleasure.

scripture text from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ

in the United States of America.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Sharing a joy, a concern,
a word of testimony or praise



Invitation to Love Fegast

(shared by a deacon)

Though this is a day of rest, your deacons will be
hard at work this afternoon, preparing for Love Feast.
Having done this many times before, we have written
down what needs to happen when. For instance, our
deacon notebook says, put the meat on at pm (or
share some other detail). Even so, there 1s joy n putting our
hands and hearts together in this task. As we cook and set
tables and fill feetwashing tubs, amid our busy-ness, the
Spirit will be preparing us.

Let me extend to you an invitation to the Lord’s
table. Yes, our lives are full of all sorts of events. My
prayer is that, amid your busy-ness today, the Spirit will
be preparing you for this special meal, starting in the
sanctuary at Spm. Won’t you come and join us? What’s
extra special about today is that it is World Communion
Sunday. Let your thoughts expand as you realize that
followers of Jesus around this globe will be breaking
bread and drinking from the cup of Christ in their own
traditional way on this day. Our way is to include feet (or
hand) washing and a meal. Come.

Now, deacons do more than prepare Love Feast
twice a year. We are part of the caregiving ministry if this
church. Towards the end of today’s worship all of us
together will dedicate a new deacon to help us fulfill our
calling, Eugenia. Pray for us as we pray for you. And join
us tonight, if you are able.

the servant’s feast
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© 2014, Peter L. Haynes



Prayer for others

After you hear me say, “great Lover of the world,” pray:
Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the meek may be encouraged and the proud may be
humbled, we pray to you, great Lover of the world.
Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the losers may be comforted and boastful winners
may be discomforted, we pray to you, great Lover of the
world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the thin-skinned may be encouraged and the tough-
hided become more sensitive, we pray to you, great Lover
of the world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the downtrodden may be uplifted and the oppressors
may be overthrown, we pray to you, great Lover of the
world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the suffering may receive relief and the unthinking
and heedless may be made more aware, we pray to you,
great Lover of the world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the drug addicts may find release and the power-
freaks may be kept in check, we pray to you, great Lover
of the world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the lonely may find friends, and the much admired
and praised may be saved from believing such adulation,
we pray to you, great Lover of the world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the dying may see God’s face in the darkness, and
the grieving may find Christ in their tears and loneliness,
we pray to you, great Lover of the world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That those who feel sorely tempted may be held safe, and

those who don’t even recognize temptation be given a

wake-up call, we pray to you, great Lover of the world.
Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That the secular world may be saved from despair, and
that the church may be saved from self-righteousness, we
pray to you, great Lover of the world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

That those thirsty for faith may permit Christ to find them,
and that believers may permit Christ to regularly invade
their comfort zone, we pray to you, great Lover of the
world.

Hear our prayers, God of mercy and peace.

Source of all light and life and holy joy, bless all who pray
to you this day, and bless also those who do not know
how to pray. Through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen!

©2000 Bruce D. Prewer
Minister of the Uniting Church in Australia



Matthew 21.23-32

1 - When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching,
and said,

2 - “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?”

1 - Jesus said to them,

3 - “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then [ will also tell you by what authority I do
these things. Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?”

1 - And they argued with one another,

4 - “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of
human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all
regard John as a prophet.”

1 - So they answered Jesus,

2&4 - “We do not know.”

1 - And he said to them,

3 - “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.”

(pause while 3 non-speaking characters get in place
to act out the parable in the next 3 lines)

3 - “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed
his mind and went. The father went to the second and

said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?”

1 - They said,
2&4 - “The first.”
1 - Jesus said to them,

3 - “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes

are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it,
you did not change your minds and believe him.”

formatted by Meghan Knight

from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,

copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ

in the United States of America.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Message

“517 WAAL AU t[writy?”

Hymn (on insert)

“Lord of the Dance”



Dedicating 3 new Deacon

(As the previous hymn is sung, the deacons come forward and stand
in a line in the front of the sanctuary. When the song has finished,
they pass the microphone. Each read a line of the following — all but
the new deacon being dedicated. She stands in front of the line, facing
the rest. They are speaking to the congregation in general, but more
specifically to her. If seven are present, the seventh in line speaks two
lines in a row, then passes the microphone back. Otherwise, the last

in line reads one line and passes it back, and so on. p.s. this is for a
deacon body where the new deacon would make eight.)

- By what authority do we serve in Jesus’ name?

- by the need of all to be fed and clothed.

- by the tears of those grieving a loss.

- by the dignity of someone struggling to ask for help.

- by the pain of a person recovering at home.

- by the restlessness of a child and the fatigue of a parent.
- by the hurt of sisters and brothers in conflict.

- by the love of Jesus.

- by the power of the Holy Spirit.

- by the creativity of our Creator.

- by the hope that more is in store.

- by the peace within our hearts.

- by the joy of simple gifts.

- by the grace of God.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, we have been guided, as
followers of Jesus were in days of old, to set apart deacons

to assist in identifying and caring for needs in our
fellowship, and to work toward our spiritual unity and

growth as Christ’s body. Commitment to this fellowship
and active trust in God; being open and responsive to the
Holy Spirit; exercising wisdom and sound judgment —
these are qualities we seek in a deacon. With this in mind,
you as a church - at our last council meeting - called our
sister Eugenia to be part of this ministry.

(turning to her, specifically:)
Let me ask you a few questions, sister.

First, do you declare anew your faith in the gospel of
Jesus Christ?
If so say, “Yes, [ do.”

Will you seek to cultivate more fervently your spiritual
life by Bible reading, meditation, prayer, and witnessing
to your faith?

If so say, “With God's help, I will.”

Will you encourage and help lead this congregation in
deepening its spiritual life and its ministries of
compassion?

If so say, “I will.”

Will you seek to be a good example in faith and conduct?
If so say, “I will.”

Do you then accept this call to the ministry of deacon in
this body of Christ, and promise to perform faithfully all
the duties thereof?

If so say, “I do.”

(Eugenia kneels and the rest of the deacons
surround her, laying hands upon her)



Let us pray:

Eternal God, you have come in Jesus Christ not to
be served but to serve. Now we set apart and consecrate
this your servant to this ministry of deacon, that she may
serve in your name. Grant her deep compassion for human
needs; fill her with tender care and steadfast love for those
for whom Christ died. Inspire her with devotion to your
church. Grant her growth in faith that she may lead others
by precept and example. Grant to the church the grace to
work with her for the increase of faith and caring within
this fellowship. Sustain all of us in these labors. Through
Christ we pray. Amen.

(Eugenia rises)

Pastor & Deacons:

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are now set apart as
a deacon. Serve God and this congregation faithfully and
courageously. And may God bless you in your service.

Congregation:

We, the members of this body of Christ, in the spirit
of joy and in renewed loyalty to our Lord, acknowledge
and receive you as deacons. We promise to pray for you
and support you in confidence, encouragement,
cooperation, and prayers, that together we may increase in
the knowledge and the love of God, manifested to us in
Jesus Christ.

heavily adapted from For All Who Minister
©1993 Brethren Press, pp. 322-24.

Responding with
our Tithes and Offerings

[ invite you now to respond

to the good news of Jesus,

to the grace of our God, and

to the power we have been given by the Holy Spirit,

with your offering.

If you give on a monthly or bi-monthly basis, and don’t
have something tangible to put in the plate as it is passed,
pray your own “yes” to the Lord, for we offer more than
money — we present our very lives. That’s something all
of us can do.

Ushers, come and guide our giving.

Offertory

“Adagio” by Guilmont

*Hymn #384

“We give thee but thine own”

(vs. 1,2, & 5)



Benediction

Go now to will and to work for God’s purposes.
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.
Be filled with the same love
and look to the interests of others.
With reverence for God,
work out your salvation.

And may God quench your thirst

with love and consolation;
May Christ Jesus strengthen you and encourage you;
And may the Holy Spirit lead you on

and make your joy complete.

from Laughing Bird worship resources
©2002 Nathan Nettleton, LaughingBird.net

Postlude

“Come, Come Ye Saints”
an American Folk Hymn

unless otherwise stated, all materials here are ©2017 by Peter L Haynes



