Summary of Actions of the 2007 Annual Conference

         OLD BUSINESS:

1. QUERY: Doing Church Business  - To study how Annual Conference can enhance and model doing church business in the spirit of Christ as we discern the mind of Christ in order to continue the work of Jesus.  ACTION:  Report approved  – “That we receive the intent of the report as resource and study information in answer to the query, and that the recommendations be viewed as possible options for use in future Annual Conferences as future Annual Conference Officers deem appropriate.”

2. QUERY: Becoming a Multi-Cultural Church of ‘every nation, tribe, people, and language’ Rev.7:9.  QUERY:  The need for Cross-Cultural Ministries – asking for assistance in identifying and naming barriers that exist in the Church of the Brethren which are preventing the biblical vision of Rev.7:9 from happening within our congregations and districts and to outline specific steps which can enable the church to overcome them. ACTION:  Report approved –Specific recommendations are outlined for the denominations, districts, congregations and individuals.

3. Brethren Medical Plan Resolution – that the medical insurance component of the Brethren Medical Plan for active ministers be phased out while allowing BBT to continue to explore the viability of the Plan for the church-related agencies and for member of the Ministers’ Group who are currently retired or retire in the future and who are age 65 or older. ACTION: Report approved.

4. Review and Evaluation Committee – This committee reviews and evaluates the structure and workings of the denomination and General Board. The report brought forth some recommendations for change. ACTION: Report approved. 

              NEW BUSINESS:

1. QUERY: Child Abuse Prevention – A request for examination of how this issue is being dealt with in Church of the Brethren congregations, camps, etc., and other related institutions/events. ACTION: Query accepted and concerns referred to the Association of Brethren Caregivers.

2. QUERY: Annual Conference Schedule – What is the best way for the denomination to schedule Annual Conference, taking into consideration frequency, length, and technology-based and other options? ACTION: Query concerns accepted and passed to the Annual Conference officers and staff and the Program and Arrangements Committee for consideration.

3. QUERY: Reverse Membership Trend – When and how can the Church of the Brethren halt and reverse this trend toward extinction?  ACTION: Query adopted and provided the following answer. The Church of the Brethren’s commission is clear: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,…..Matthew 28:19-20. However, as stated in the 1981 Study Committee report, ”Diminishing Membership in the Church of the Brethren”  …It will take more than passing a statement at Annual Conference to change the trend of diminishing membership in the denomination…We will need a willingness to let the Holy Spirit lead us in being and in making disciples. In adopting this query all agencies, districts, congregations and individuals of the Church of the Brethren are encouraged to revisit the principles and recommendations of this 1981 report.

4. QUERY: Update to Annual Conference Polity – This refers to a recommended change in the rotation of sites for future conferences.  ACTION: As available facilities, volunteers, and potential attendees permit, rotation will occur every 12 years to the following geographic areas.  Conference will be held in the East and Midwest four times respectively in a 12 year period.  The other years of the 12-year cycle, Conference would be held in the Southeast once, the Northwest once, the Plains once, and the Southwest once.

5. QUERY: Recommendation Regarding Christian Churches Together – Christian Churches Together (CCT) in the USA seeks to provide a new space that is inclusive of the Christian Families in the United States, enabling churches and national Christian organizations to grow closer together in Christ in order to strengthen the Christian witness in the world. ACTION: Annual Conference approved the Church of the Brethren becoming a full participant in Christian Churches Together in the USA
